YOUTH
sovereign almost pledges his word in bearing witness to
the merit of his protege.
During the summer of 1606, while the ambassador
was preparing to arrange matters in Rome, the abbe
de Richelieu, aided by fresh and more readily obtainable
dispensations, passed in quick succession the various
examinations which gave him theological status. As soon
as he had acquired his rank he determined to leave for
Rome himself. Doubtless he hoped to hasten matters,
realising already that direct action is always the most
prompt. But there was also a bold, and certainly very
youthful, desire to be personally known to the Pope.
Short though his life had been, it was already rich in
experience.   And throughout it Armand du Plessis had
been able to observe that his abilities, and doubtless his
indefinable, but very potent, personal glamour, always
set him instantly in the foremost place amongst other men,
wherever they might be gathered together. At the College
de Navarre, at the Academy, and more recently in th(
theological debates which he had victoriously carried or
in public,  he  had been  constantly  and pre-eminently
successful.  Later, he would know himself better.  He wa:
to learn that the finest triumphs are always those whicl
emerge from reverses, that the noblest destinies remaii
at the mercy of fortune, that genius itself finds obstacle
across its path. But when a young man of twenty has foun<
himself the object of such lavish admiration, and has neve
known failure, is he not certain to try to force the pace c
fortune, and run ahead of his powers in order to mak
fortune more swiftly his servant?   This young bishop
designate, requesting the Pope to consecrate him befor
the proper time, doubtless had no idea of obtaining an)
thing over and beyond his request: what greater favoi
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